
There’s a plugin for that!
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Who is this person talking today?

Facts About Sue Polinsky

• Born, grew up in Amityville, NY

• Founded TechTriad in 1998, semi-retired in 2021

• Opened GetMeOnline.Today in 2021

• Moved to Greensboro in 1977

• Two grown kids and three perfect grands

• Rescue dog, Mumfie, whose only skill is looking pretty

• Married for 50 years and 12 weeks

• Two vices: WordPress and chocolate-chip ice cream

Dr. Sue Polinsky
hello@getmeonline.today

Cell: 336-314-4321

GETME ONLINE.TODAY

mailto:hello@getmeonline.today


What do plugins do?
On the front
▪ Add calendars, events

▪ Colors and layout

▪ Galleries and sliders

▪ Layout / pricing tables

▪ Enhance your page builder or 
block editor

▪ Enable eCommerce

▪ Membership sites

▪ A whole lot more!

In the back
▪ Back up your site

▪ Add security (control hackers)

▪ Make eCommerce better

▪ Block spam comments

▪ Make custom post types

▪ Organize the media library

▪ Add custom code

▪ And a whole lot more!
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Building WordPress Plugins

WordPress Plugins – how it works
▪ WordPress.org plugins are free

▪ “Freemium” plugins have a Pro version you can buy

▪ Anyone can build a plugin and submit it for approval

▪ Plugins must be approved by WP before they go into the 
repository

▪ Find free plugins at https://wordpress.org/plugins/

Most Popular Plugin Authors
Yoast  |  Automattic (Jetpack, Akismet)  |  Wordfence |  Contact Form 7  |  Woocommerce
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Most popular plugins by download

Yoast SEO: 176 -
improves overall 

SEO

Akismet: 133 –
blocks spam 
comments

Jetpack: 120 –
marketing, design 

& security

Wordfence 
Security: 121-

adds a firewall to 
your site

Contact Form 7: 
112 – simple 
contact forms

WooCommerce: 
5+ - enables 

selling

Numbers are millions of downloads.

GETME ONLINE.TODAY



WordPress plugin challenges

The WP repository needs a better search

Authors give their plugins strange names

You need the right keyword to find what you want
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Meet the plugin repository
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Finding and choosing plugins

▪ https://wordpress.org/plugins - This is called the “repository.”

Log into the 
plugin 
repository

01
Enter your 
keyword in 
the search 
box

02
Look at the 
results and 
click one that 
fits your task

03
Take a VERY 
CLOSE look 
at your 
choice

04
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How to choose a worthwhile plugin
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Is that plugin (I want) any good?
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Beware of deprecated plugins
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Sue’s suggested plugins (depends on the site)

Useful Plugins
• Local Google Fonts

• Site Kit by Google

• Yoast

• Disable Comments

• WP Mail SMTP

• Custom Post Type UI

• ACF (Advanced Custom 
Fields)

Media Plugins

▪ EWWW Image Optimizer

▪ Filebird or Real Media 
Library

▪ SVG Support (maybe)

More Useful Plugins
• Gravity Forms Zero Spam
• OptinMonster (marketing)
• SearchWP
• Better Search & Replace
• Backup Plugin
• Forms Plugin
• Security Plugin
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https://wordpress.org/plugins/local-google-fonts/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/google-site-kit/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/disable-comments/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-mail-smtp/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/custom-post-type-ui/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/advanced-custom-fields/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/ewww-image-optimizer/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/filebird/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/real-media-library-lite/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/svg-support/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/gravity-forms-zero-spam/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/optinmonster/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/searchwp-live-ajax-search/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-search-replace/


Specialty plugins (free)

Membership Sites
Ultimate Member

Members – Membership & User Role Editor

BuddyPress

“I’ve heard of these” Plugins
Jetpack
Elementor (page builder)
Akismet
Google XML Sitemaps (don’t need if you 
use Yoast)

WooCommerce Sites
WooCommerce PDF Invoices & Packing Slips

Mailchimp for WooCommerce

Product Feed PRO for WooCommerce

Variation Swatches for WooCommerce

YITH WooCommerce Wishlist

Custom Product Tabs for WooCommerce

Disable Bloat for WooCommerce

YITH Woo Catalog Mode

Many free plugins offer pro (paid for) versions with more features, probably the one you need.
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https://wordpress.org/plugins/ultimate-member/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/members/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/buddypress/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/jetpack/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/elementor/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/akismet/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/woocommerce-pdf-invoices-packing-slips/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/mailchimp-for-woocommerce/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/woo-product-feed-pro/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/woo-variation-swatches/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/yith-woocommerce-wishlist/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/yikes-inc-easy-custom-woocommerce-product-tabs/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/disable-dashboard-for-woocommerce/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/yith-woocommerce-catalog-mode/


Sue’s plugin policies

Five more plugins do the same thing.

Don’t install a cherry pitter.

Great plugins have helper plugins. 

Check other’s favorite plugins.
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“Helper” plugins meet needs
Woocommerce is a plugin with 
millions of installs. And lots of 
“helper” plugins.
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What are your go-to plugins?
1. WP Mail SMTP 
2. RankMath
3. WordFence (security)
4. Smush
5. CleanTalk (pro)
6. Block Navigation
7. Block Visibility
8. Fluent Forms
9. Generate Blocks (free & 

pro)
10. MainWP Child
11. SiteKit (Google)
12. Customizer Search
13. My Private Site (login to 

see the site)

1. ConvertKit
2. User Menus
3. Yoast Duplicate Post 
4. Short Pixel (image optimizer)
5. WordFence (security)
6. WP Maintenance Mode
7. Post Type Switcher
8. Restrict Content Pro
9. Gravity Forms (pro)
10. Gravity Forms Zero Spam
11. The Events Calendar (free & 

pro)
12. Bulk Move (category, tag, 

taxonomy)
13. WP Revisions  Control
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Woocommerce
1. Maximum Products per User
2. Product Open Pricing
3. Coupon by User Role
4. Updraft Plus Backup
5. HideYT (related videos)
6. Customize My Account Page
7. Product Layouts for 

Woocommerce
8. Woocommerce Bloat

Find these at https://wordpress.org/plugins/

https://hideyt.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/


Plugin security updates

Get weekly reports
https://ithemes.com/blog/category/wordpress-security/

GETME ONLINE.TODAY



That’s a wrap!

Online

Sue’s Site - SuePolinsky.com
Business site – GetMeOnline.today
Online calendar – FindSue.com

Contact

Dr. Sue Polinsky
hello@getmeonline.today
Cell: 336-314-4321
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https://findsue.com/
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